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 June 30th  Ahimsa Campos-Arceiz 

 

 

University of Nottingham Malaysia  ahimsa@camposarceiz.com 

 

 

 

 

Finding common grounds between conservation researchers and practitioners 

  

 

Effective biodiversity conservation should be based on sound science. Too often, however, 

we find that available scientific knowledge has little influence on the decisions of 

conservation policy-makers and practitioners. What can conservation scientists do to improve 

our communication with decision makers and make our science more relevant for 

conservation? 

 

In this casual softskills workshop we will use real-life case studies to discuss how 

conservation scientists can work more closely with conservation policy-makers and 

practitioners to make sure that our research efforts (1) address relevant conservation 

questions, and (2) are properly communicated and integrated in conservation policy and 

practice. 

 

  

 

  

 

June 30th  Connie Hong Yu, Lai 

 

 

SMRU Hong Kong                                   conniehylai@smruhk.com 

 
   

 

Eavesdropping - a friendly tool for marine mammals monitoring 

   

 

Passive Acoustic Monitoring (PAM) is one of the widely applied methods for studying the 

ecology of marine mammals. In this session, a brief introduction of acoustics studies of marine 

mammals will be covered. 

   
   June 30th  Samantha Oester 

 

 

George Mason University samantha.oester@gmail.com 

   

 

Using social media to make your science matter 

   

 

If used effectively, social media can be rewarding and informative for scientists and 

conservation professionals. Social media is a significant means of communication for the 

general public, organisations and agencies. In fact, recent polls have shown that internet-savvy 

Free sessions to optimize your research skills; signup online or at the registration 

desk to ensure you have a place: https://goo.gl/g94VKj 

 



adults (and children) get a substantial portion of their news via social media and the web. Social 

media campaigns can take advantage of built-in audiences and the ease with which those people 

can share and promote your message, increasing the reach of your outreach. Social media and 

internet resources can also be used effectively for data collection and citizen science campaigns. 

We will discuss the importance of conservation communication and having an online and social 

media presence. We will also give advice and tips on successfully using various online tools and 

social media outlets. We will walk participants through setting up accounts with different social 

media outlets, the benefits of each and tips on successfully utilising each outlet. We will help 

each participant set up desired accounts for themselves or their organisations including Twitter, 

FaceBook, Pinterest, Instagram, WordPress, Periscope, Storify, etc. they can begin using during 

the conference. 

 

  

 

  

   July 1st  Natalia Huang 

 

 

Ecology Matters Pte Ltd natalia@ecologymatters.com.sg 

   

 

Understanding non-biology for conservation 

   

 

As biologists we often struggle to get non-biologists to understand the way we see the world, 

often failing to understand the way they see the world. In this session we will discuss how 

understanding non-biologists may be important for conservation. For example, we are part of a 

society which operates under certain rules and aims for certain goals. Understanding these goals 

and some basics outside the world of biology could help us achieve better conservation results. 

Some topics include economics, business,  human  behaviour,  communication,  etc.  

Participants  will  be  encouraged  to share  their  experiences  from  interacting  with  non-

biologists,  including  any  successes and failures. 

   
   July 1st  Cedric Tan 

 

 

University of Oxford                       cedric.tan@zoo.ox.ac.uk 

   

 

A conservation genetics casino 

   

 

Come play in this educational casino where you strive to prevent your chips from becoming 

extinct! We will also discuss the elements of creating outreach and educational games to bring 

upon positive changes. Game on! 

 

 

 

 

 
   



July 2nd                Vinita Ramani                                                                    vinita.ramani@wrs.com.sg 

                      Wildlife Reserves Singapore  

Taut Tales, not Tall Tales: Storytelling for Conservation 

July 1st  Shermin de Silva 

 

 

Smithsonian Institution / San Diego Zoo 

Global / Trunks & Leaves Inc. shermin@trunksnleaves.org 

   

EVENING 
July 1st  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication and public speaking 

             I will discuss how to communicate clearly when speaking and ways to overcome fear of 

public speaking. We will cover speaking in different contexts, not only in giving presentations. I 

will also go over differences in style among cultures, especially among genders, and how to 

recognize and accommodate them. This session should be especially useful for students and 

early-career participants. We will NOT cover writing and presentation skills. 

 

 

Liu Wei                                                                                wliu@helppanda.org 

Senior researcher- IIASA 

Conservation Games-How can play help understanding complex human decisions 

            Human decisions can be complex, yet how we manage our natural world and 

resources     ultimately defines what resources are available and how sustainable a community 

is. This session briefly explores how games can be used to understand how communities make 

choices and why they matter; and how we can respond effectively to affect behavioural 

change. This is illustrated by playing a game, then discussing the learning points of that game, 

and how we can implement such approaches more broadly. This session will last from 19.00-

21.30 
 

   July 2nd  Jessa Madosky                                                               jmadosky@ut.edu 

 Chapters Committee - SCB Global Assistant Professor, University of Tampa 

 SCB Chapters - How to start a Grassroots SCB Chapter 

 

        Are you interested in local conservation efforts in your area? Would you like to become 

more involved in SCB and help SCB work in your local area? Forming a SCB Chapter is a great 

way to have more impact on local conservation issues and become more involved with SCB. In 

this workshop we will talk about what SCB Chapters do, the benefits of becoming a Chapter 

(including funding opportunities) and how to form your own local Chapter. Jessa Madosky, 

Vice President of Membership of SCB Global and Chair of the Chapters Committee, Marit 

Wilkerson, Secretary of SCB Global and Financial Officer of the Chapters Committee, and 

Natalia Huang, Asia Section Liaison to the Chapters Committee will be present to answer any 

questions and to help you fill out the necessary paperwork should you wish to become a chapter. 

  

  

mailto:vinita.ramani@wrs.com.sg


While conservation communication is readily welcomed by scientists as an effective way 

to reach a broader audience, storytelling can often be regarded with guarded scepticism. 

Think of a “storyteller” and you might think of a teller of tales, a dramatist recalling an 

anecdote that has been too-oft repeated and passed off as fact. 

But conservationists are increasingly becoming aware of the power of a story well told. 

More than transmitting or conveying information effectively, stories individuate our 

experience and enable us to connect at a personal and profound level with our listeners 

and readers. 

In this workshop, we’ll look at several examples of conservationists and climate change 

scientists using storytelling to reach a wider audience and what shape these stories take 

(poetry, oral narrative, microessays). Participants will be invited to consider which 

modality suits them and how they might employ it to communicate their work. 

At the conclusion of this workshop, we hope we’ll all be both gatherers of facts and 

dispersers of stories. 

 

July 2
nd

                 David Bickford                                                                dbsbdp@nus.edu.sg 

              Associate Professor NUS 

             10 Simple Rules of Science Communication for Biodiversity Conservation 

                  To help bring about societal changes needed to solve many environmental 

problems that plague society, conservation biologists need to be more proactive, 

provocative, and purposeful in increasing scientific and environmental literacy. In this 

lunchtime talk, I highlight 10 simple rules that scientists can use to engage diverse sectors 

of society towards better biodiversity conservation outcomes.  It is all about 

communication.  I will also argue that passion, enthusiasm, and an understanding of the 

culture of human belief systems can help us to communicate effectively with a wider 

audience.  A short discussion and follow-up ideas will follow the talk and questions are 

encouraged. 

 

 


